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This study was conducted at CCSP in Briscoe County Texas (Fig. 1) . The

climate of the study area is semi-arid, averaging 60cm of precipitation

annually with most precipitation falling during the spring and fall. Upland

areas are mixed grasslands with junipers (Juniperus sp.) and mesquite

(Prosopis glandulosa). Canyon bottoms have a greater diversity of hardwoods

including cottonwood (Populus deltoides), sugarberry (Celtis occidentalis) and

Mohr oak (Q. mohriana).
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Field Methods

• We opportunistically collected 19 cores from 12 Q. mohriana trees (Fig.

2) in the South Prong Canyon at CCSP

• For each sampled tree we recorded GPS coordinates, aspect, and DBH

and marked the tree with a numbered aluminum tag

Lab methods

• Cores were dried and sanded to reveal the cellular structure of the

wood

• We visually crossdated each core and recorded years when frost rings

occurred

• Frost rings were


